CHAPTER   III

'THE HIGHEST AND SUPREME  COURT*

Though the law of every man's conscience be but a private court, yet
it is the highest and supreme court for judgement or justice.

HENRY vin,

CAMPEGGIO arrived in London on October 8, and the letter he
despatched on the twenty-eighth to Saiviati, the Pope's secretary,
shows clearly the position of affairs, as also the Pope's intentions.
It is of such vital interest at this point of the story that no excuse
need be made for translating two substantial extracts. In his
interview with the King, so he writes:

Secondly, we argued and discussed whether the pro-
hibition belonged to Divine law, or whether it was possible
for the Pope to dispense therein; and, given the possibility,
whether such dispensation would be good and valid. And
in effect His Majesty has studied this matter with such
diligence that I believe in this case he knows more about it
than a great theologian or jurist: and he told me briefly and
in the plainest terms that he wanted nothing but a declara-
tion whether the marriage was valid or not, he himself pre-
supposing always its invalidity; and I believe that if an angel
was to descend from heaven he would not be able to per-
suade him to the contrary. We then discussed the proposal
to persuade the Queen to agree to enter some approved
religious house. And this solution was extremely pleasing
to him, for which, indeed, there are the strongest arguments;
and amongst others, the Queen will only lose the use of the
King's person thereby, which she has already lost these two
years, and he will not return to her, however things may
fall out. In everything else His Majesty will allow her what-
ever she would like to demand, and above all will settle the
succession upon her daughter, in the event of his not having
male heirs by another marriage*

He then discussed the situation with Katharine, and admitted
the truth of her accusation that they were anxious to persuade
her to enter some religious order:
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